
Dear Parents and Family of Ignite/Edge/Lifeteen, 

We cannot say thank you enough for your patience as our St. Columba team continues to adapt to the 

increasing challenges due to Covid19 this year. Our staff and catechists have been diligently planning out 

how to best proceed in light of all recommendations from local government, the CDC and the 

Archdiocese of Mobile in order to insure a happy, healthy religious education experience for K5-12th 

grade (note there will be no preschool program this year). Please know that we value the health and 

safety of your precious children above all else and as such will be implementing the following protocols 

for the Faith Formation programs this Fall: 

  -We will be checking the temperature of every student, catechist, parent, and 

program volunteer before they enter the RE building or O’Hara Hall on Wednesday nights (Sunday for 

Lifeteen) with a touchless thermometer. Anyone with a temperature of 100.4 or higher will not be 

allowed into the building. 

  -Enhanced cleaning will take place before and after every class session. 

  -Sanitizer stations will be available for use in the hall and bottles of hand sanitizer will 

be stocked in each classroom. Students will be encouraged to maintain proper hand washing hygiene 

between activities.  

  -Everyone must wear a mask. We thank you for your cooperation. If a child forgets a 

mask, one will be provided.  

  -When checking in and checking out, catechists will be using a handheld tablet instead 

of clipboards this year.  

  -Students will be spaced six feet apart where possible (due to room size) with a 

minimum of 3 feet in smaller gathering areas. 

  -Students will not come together for large group gatherings. Each child will remain 

with their respective grade level class and catechist teacher only. Groups of less than 20 will be 

encouraged. 

  -If snacks are given, children will be asked to wash their hands and remain in the 

classroom. Only individually packaged food items will be distributed. 

  -Should a child exhibit cold/flu symptoms of any kind, you will be contacted and 

required to pick them up within 20 minutes. They will be isolated in the Faith Formation office of the 

RE building.  

  -If your child has had a positive Covid19 test or been exposed, PLEASE let us know and 

remain at home for the appropriate 14 days. If they were in contact with any of our staff or classes, 

they and their families will be notified. 

*If your family does not feel comfortable attending faith formation in person this year, we understand 

and are here to help you continue building up their relationship with Jesus. Alive in Christ/Edge/Lifeteen 

curriculum has some wonderful online resources for families and we will help equip you with all the 

necessary tools to continue religious instruction in the home. Growing a strong foundation in Christ is 

vital for spiritual health, and whether they learn online or in person, our catechists are here to help you.  



How to register: 

Please visit stcolumbacatholic.com/registration and fill out the online form. You will also need to fill out 

a Covid waiver this year. The waiver is located on the parish website. Payment can be mailed to the 

church office or paid online through Online Giving (just be sure to specify that it is for Faith Formation). 

The cost is $25 per child for faith formation (with an additional $25 for First Communion or Confirmation 

bringing their total to $50).  

*Your child(ren) MUST BE REGISTERED before they will be allowed to attend classes in person. We will 

not be able to register them during our first night of classes. In order to adequately prepare a safe 

environment for all the catechists and students, we need accurate numbers. The deadline for 

registration for the 2020-2021 year is September 9th.  

Class Schedule: 

Lifeteen will meet every Sunday beginning September 27th in O’Hara Hall. They will be digitally signed in, 

have temperatures taken, and provided with social distance friendly activities.  

Ignite and Edge will be meeting for in person classes on Wednesdays from 6-7:30pm.  

Ignite students will come to campus for religious education every other week.  

K5-2nd will begin meeting September 23rd and then subsequently every other week. 

 3rd-5th grade will begin the following Wednesday, September 30th and every other week on.  

Edge (6th-8th grade) will continue to meet every Wednesday in O’Hara Hall beginning September 

23rd.They will not alternate. 

Drop off/Pick up Procedures: 

This year we will be implementing a “carpool” system for Ignite and Edge to avoid overcrowding in the 

hallways during drop off and pickup. For the first night our catechists will distribute a name plate for 

your child(ren).  Please make sure each child’s name plate is displayed in the front windshield for future 

drop off AND pickup. We will have volunteers ready to check in your child(ren) (take temps, wash hands, 

sign in ) and escort them straight to their grade level classroom for a fun night! 

For Ignite, please pull up in your car to the two doors on the side of the RE building (near faith formation 

office). 

 For Edge students you can continue pulling forward to the 2nd Door of O’Hara Hall. There will be signs 

directing you in the parking lot.  

Upon pickup, pull up to the same spot and display their name plate. Our team will use a walkie-talkie 

system to gather up your children and bring them to the car. Thank you for your patience as we work 

out any “bugs” in this new system. Please know it is for the wellness of all our wonderful kids! 

*Most especially, we want you to know that your child will be loved, respected and still have fun during 

their “church school” experience! Our catechists are working diligently to implement not only a safer 

learning environment but a welcoming and exciting experience where they can come encounter our 



marvelous Savior within our thriving parish community! Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our 

parish safe and healthy. 

 

Online Learning Resources for Catholic Families: 

aliveinchrist.osv.com                 catholicsprouts.com 

catholicicing.com                        catholicmom.com 

thereligionteacher.com             catholicfamilyfaith.org  

 

Thank you for your patience as we implement the new protocols in our religious education programs. If 

you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to call the Faith Formation Office 334-944-

6522.  

In His Name, 

Melissa Lami 

Faith Formation Office 

334-944-6522 

   


