
Lord, Teach Us to Pray 

 

 Many of us take vitamins or nutritional supplements to keep our bodies fit or develop 

muscles. Building our bodies from the inside out is important to good health. The more attuned we 

are to the needs of our bodies, the better able we are to treat our bodies with care and respect. 

 The psalm for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time gives us a similar image for prayer. 

The psalmist tells us that when he called on God, God built up his strength. We pray to nourish 

ourselves and build our muscle to continue the journey of discipleship. We pray not just for our 

own personal needs, though they are important, but also that we might follow Christ more closely 

and witness to him through our care for our brothers and sisters. 

 Both Abraham’s dialogue with God in the First Reading and the friend who persistently 

knocks at another’s door in the Gospel reading remind us our prayer with God must be about 

strengthening the spirit within ourselves and our neighbors, for we and they are God’s children. 
 

         When I called you answered me; / you built up strength within me (Psalm 138:3)                                        
Celebrating the Lectionary © 2009 Liturgy Training Publications                                

 
  

 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Vigil 

Sunday: 10 a.m. 
5 p.m. Life Teen 
4 p.m. Mass in  

Spanish in the Chapel 
 

Daily Masses: 
 Tuesday - Saturday: 9 a.m. 
 

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament: 

Mondays 9:45 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Fridays 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday: 4-5:15 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.  

THE MISSION STATEMENT 
“St. Columba is a diverse,  

Christian Community in the  
Roman Catholic  

tradition located in  
Houston County  

Alabama.  
We are called to nourish 

 the members of this 
 faith community,  

individually and collectively,  
through Word and Sacrament,  

and to witness to the  
values of the  

Good News in the 
 service of all God’s people.” 

SUNDAY 
July 25, 2010 

Seventeenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

St. Columba Catholic Church 
2700 W. Main Street Dothan, AL 36301 

334-793-5802      Fax 334-792-2816 
E-mail: stcolumba@graceba.net 

Capital Campaign E-mail: newchurchcapcamp@graceba.net 
Web Page: www.stcolumbacatholic.com 

Rev. Patrick Gallagher, Pastor,  Rev. Mr. Rick Risher, Deacon 
 



July 25, 2010  
Seventeenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time (C) 

First Reading 
Genesis 18:2-32 

Abraham bargained with God 
for the safety of the innocent. 

 
Second Reading 

Colossians 2:12-14 
God nailed our sins to the cross 

of Christ. 
 

Gospel 
Luke 11:1-13 

Jesus teaches us to pray and 
reminds us to persevere in 

prayer. 
 

Today’s readings teach us about 
various aspects of prayer. Abra-
ham’s conversation with  God re-
veals that prayer is quite often 
marked by persistence. In the Gos-
pel, the Lord Jesus gives us the 
great gift of the Lord’s Prayer. After 
offering this prayer, Jesus then 
outlines the kind of lives those who 
utter this prayer are called to live. 
Let us be attentive to God’s saving 
word. 

***************************** 
General Intention 

That the election of officials in all 
nations may be carried out with 
justice, transparency, and honesty, 
respecting the free decisions of 
Citizens. 
 

Mission Intention 
That Christians may strive to offer 
everywhere, but especially in great 
urban centers, an effective contri-
bution to the promotion of educa-
tion, justice, solidarity and peace. 

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION NEXT WEEKEND...Faith 
Formation Registration packets have been mailed to all registered 
households. Faith Formation is for all parishioners. We will have 
another sign up after all Masses on the weekend of August 1st. The 
entire parish will gather for four Faith Festivals throughout the year. 

Preschool students will meet on Sunday mornings and High School Students will meet on 
Sunday evenings for Life Teen. Students in 1st-8th grade will have classes on Wednesday 
evenings. Please complete your registration forms and return them to the Office of Faith 
Formation as soon as possible. Additional registration forms are available in the Parish 
Office. Contact the Office of Faith Formation, 792-3065 if you have any questions. 
 
GATHERING FOR MEN...The Men of St. Columba invites all our men to a  cookout, July 
30, 2010. We will begin at 5:30 p.m. and eat supper together. If you would like a particular 
beverage you must supply your own. Cokes and tea will be provided. The gathering will be 
at Matt Howell’s house, please call Doug Martin, 792-3065 for directions or if you have any 
questions. See you there. 
 

ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION DAY...Attention all Altar Serv-
ers. We appreciate you and want you to join us for a morning of fun 
and good food. The date is July 31, we will start with 9 a.m. Mass 
and conclude at 1 p.m. We will have a giant water slide for your 

enjoyment, hot dogs and hamburgers will be served. The food will be prepared by the 
Knights of Columbus, it will be held behind O’Hara Hall. Please join us for a great time and 
bring your bathing suite, towel and your appetite.  
 
24ñHOUR MARRIED COUPLE RETREAT...Reconnect with the Lord and your spouse! 
Join us for a unique retreat for married couples at the Visitation Monastery in Mobile. The 
Retreat begins Friday, July 30, 5 p.m. and concludes Saturday mid-afternoon. The Retreat 
Master is Fr. Dan Good, assisted by other married couples. To register, call the Visitation 
directly, 251-473-2321. For questions or more information, call Tom McDonald at the Fam-
ily Life Office, 251-490-1027 or e-mail tommcdonald1@bellsouth.net.    
 

LA LECHE LEAGUE...The La Leche League is a nonprofit, non-sectarian organization 
that provides mother-to-mother breastfeeding support and information. Monthly meetings 
discuss advantages of breastfeeding, childbirth, and the new baby at home, overcoming 
difficulties, and nutrition and weaning. For breastfeeding and/or meeting information, 
please call Jodi Kilpatrick at 347-0950. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS...The Knights of Columbus will have their Installation of Offi-
cers and a Pot Luck Supper in O’Hara Hall at 6 p.m., Saturday, July 31. All are invited, 
please bring a covered dish of your choice. Meat, rolls, tea and coffee will be provided by 
the Knights. Dress will be tuxedos for 4th Degree Knights (if available) and coat and tie for 
other Knights. Please no children. Please RSVP to Gerald Patrick, 793-1263, Robert 
Coldiron, 793-3523, John Wycoff, 699-2771 or 333-4857, or Bob Hunt, 698-8826. 
 
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING COURSE...There will be a Natural Family Planning course spon-
sored by the Couple to Couple League offered at Fort Rucker’s Spiritual Life Center. It will meet on 
August 15, September 19, and October 17, 2010 from 1:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. On-line registration 
is required. In order to register, go to www.ccli.org and click the red button on the right that says, 
“Search/Register for Class.” This course fulfills part of the marriage preparation requirements for 
the Archdiocese of Mobile, You may contact Anne and Mark Christensen at 334-222-0303 or 334-
222-7118 for more information 

Next weeks 
 special collection  is for the 
Church in  Latin America. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPHôS FEAST DAY ALTAR 

Friday, March 19, 2004, St. Columba Parish in O’Hara Hall, 12:00 Noon to 2:30pm and 

again at 4:30pm to 7:30pm.  At 12 noon St. Joseph’s Altar and Feast table laden with 

FOR VOCATIONS...The “Elijah Cup” is a consecrated chalice that a family takes home from 
Sunday Mass & puts it in a place of honor where it becomes a focal point for daily prayer for 
vocations to the Priesthood, Permanent Diaconate & Religious Life. If you would like to have 
the “Elijah Cup” in your home please call Bill & Beth Slayback at 677-3749. This week the 
“Elijah Cup” will be in the home of Agnes Quick. 

 
CHRISTMAS FILM FESTIVAL 

Take some time out of your busy day to enjoy our CHRISTMAS FILM FESTIVAL. Join us on 
Saturday, December 18th for your favorite holiday movie or two. Popcorn and punch will be 
served to make your movie experience complete. Everyone is invited. Plan to be here for 
your favorites:  12:50 - A Muppet Christmas Carol 
     2:20 - A Charlie Brown Christmas 
     2:50 - The Bells of St. Mary’s 
     5:00 - White Christmas 
     7:00 - It’s a Wonderful Life 
     

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE:  
All parishioners are invited to attend Eucharistic Adoration on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception and the vigil of the Feast of Saint Juan Diego. The purpose of this evening is to 
offer prayer that we may save lives threatened by abortion, euthanasia and fetal 
experimentation, and to beg for the conversion of hearts, to save the souls of those who 
have mentally accepted these heinous crimes, for our nation, and for peace in our world. 
Please join us in prayer between 8:30 -10:00pm on Wednesday, Dec. 8th 2004. 
   

CALLING ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH 
Our Christmas party/meeting will be on December 6th. Rosary @ 6:00pm in the Church. 
The meeting/party will begin at 6:30pm in O’Hara Hall. There will be a Dessert Potluck & 
Finger sandwiches will be provided. Our speaker will be Sr. Rose Marie who will speak on 
“Welcoming the Stranger”. We hope you will join us for a night of fun, surprises, and spiritual 
guidance. *Don’t forget to bring your conned goods & dessert for potluck*.   

    
 

 

THE òELIJAH CUPó 
PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS...The “Elijah Cup” is a consecrated 
chalice that a family takes from Sunday Mass and puts it in a place of 
honor at home where it becomes a focal point for daily prayer for 
vocations to the Priesthood, Permanent Diaconate, and Religious Life.  

If you would like to have the “Elijah Cup” in your home, please call Bill and Beth Slayback, 677-
3749. This week the “Elijah Cup” will be in the home of Shawn and Joanne Powers. 
 

BLESSED TRINITY SHRINE RETREAT...is offering the Annual Bible Institute entitled “Why are 
there no Prophets?” on August 20-22, 2010. We will look at the Prophets of Israel, their ministry 
and the conditions that brought about the need for prophecy. What did this mean for the People 
of God in ancient times, and what does this mean for us, God’s People of 2010? The presenter 
if Fr. Gary Banks, S.T. Registration begins at 7 p.m. (ET) on Friday, August 20 and concludes 
with dinner at noon on Sunday. For more information please call 334-855-4474. 
 

RCIAñ2010 INQUIRY CLASS...Please invite someone you know who might be interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Church from Catholics. The first session begins Tuesday, 
July 27, 2010, at 7 p.m. in the Boucher Center downstairs classroom, please spread the word. 
 
JUSTFAITH WORKSHOP, SATURDAY, AUGUST 7...St. John the Evangelist parish in Enterprise is 
proud to host this dynamic day workshop presented by David O’Brien, columnist for The Catholic Week 
and  Associate Director of Religious Education—Lay Development Division. JustFaith has transformed 
parishes across the country and is presently being offered in 1000 locations reaching over 18,000 peo-
ple. This workshop will invite you to take a new look at Jesus’ life and ministry and see how it can trans-
form the way you live your faith in the areas of money, politics, power, business, family life, and more 
JustFaith is coming August 7, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.ðSt. John parish hall in Enterprise. For information, 
contact: David O’Brien, dobrien@mobilearchdiocese.org, 251-433-6991, ext. 105. 

 
DIVINE MERCY WIREGRASS HOME SCHOOLERS...is a recently formed group of all local area Catho-
lic home schoolers. We meet at 10 a.m. the third Friday of each month in the Boucher Activity Center of 
St. Columba Church for play, prayer, a lesson/craft, and lunch. If you are interested, or for more informa-
tion, please call Amanda Martin, 334-464-2162 or Pam Barnhill, 334-445-1171. 
 

OUR PRAYERS FOR 
This week we remember in our 
prayers the sick, the shut-ins 
and hospitalized, especially, 
Danny Dedmon,  James 
Belanger, Lee Rendzio  as well 
as the deceased members of 
our parish family and friends.  
 
G R I E F  S U P P O R T 
GROUP...There will be no Grief 
Support Group meeting in July. 
Call Sr. Miriam, 793-5802 for 
further information. 
                                       
GIFT SHOP...The gift shop will 
be open on Sundays after the 
10 a.m. Mass and on 
Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m-1 p.m. 
 
ALTER SERVERS NEEDED...If 
you are in the 4th grade or 
older, and have made your First 
Holy Communion, and would be 
interested in becoming an Altar 
Server, please call Deacon 
Rick, 793-5802. 
 

NURSERY 
REMINDER: the Nursery hours 
are from 9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
and is for children ages 6 weeks 
to 3 years old. 
 
ZUMBA CLASSES...will be held 
on Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day, 9:30 a.m., and Tuesday and 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Boucher Activity Center. The 
classes are led by Nikki, 446-0604 
and Emily. The cost is $5.00 per 
class. 
 

MENõS HEALTH FAIR 
There will be a Men’s Health Fair 
sponsored by SAMC on August 7, 
2010 from 8 a.m.-11 a.m. The Fair 
will be held in the Convocation 
Center at Northview High School, 
volunteers are needed and must 
be there by 7:15 a.m. (Spanish 
and English speaking). For more 
information please call Gloria at 
793-8107, ext. 5750. 

Weekday Mass Intentions  
 

Monday:    9 a.m.  Communion Service 
 
Tuesday:    9 a.m. Thomas Powers (D) 
    Pedro Carbonell (D) 
 
Wednesday:  9 a.m. Elpedio R. Celzo (D) 
       
                         
Thursday:      9 a.m. Communion Service 
  
Friday:         9 a.m   Ruth Horn (L) 
   
Saturday:      9 a.m.  De Le (D) 
      Jessica Filo (L) 
                                  

This Weekõs Readings 

Monday: St. Joachim and St. Anne, parents of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Jer 13:1-11 
Mt 13:31-35 
 
Tuesday: Weekday Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43 
 
Wednesday: Weekday Jer 15:10, 16-21 
Mt 13:44-46 
 
Thursday: St. Martha Jer 18:1-6/Jn11:19-27 or 
Lk 10:38-42 
 
Friday: Weekday Jer 26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58 
 
Saturday: St. Ignatius of Loyola, priest  
Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12 
 

Sunday 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21 


