
“A Heart for the Needy” 

 
 Moses uses a fascinating image for how close the God’s law is to the Israelites. It is not far away across the 

sea or sky but in their mouths and hearts. The Lord’s command is very close to them! These are the last words 

Moses gives to them before they enter the land that has held such hope and promise for them. But it is not just the 

land or their love for God that will make their lives joyful. Rather, how they carry out the covenant of God by 

loving each other will make the Promised Land rich in milk and honey. 

 In a similar fashion, Jesus brings the scholar’s question in the Gospel reading into sharp focus by telling the 

familiar parable of the Good Samaritan. The love of God in Christ brings salvation. How believers respond in love 

to those in need reflects the gift we have received. As his listeners were surprised by the Samaritan reaching out in 

mercy to the victim. Jesus may surprise us by asking us to do likewise. But together as neighbors we carry out 

God’s covenant. 

 
“It is not up in the sky...Nor is it across the sea….No, it is something very near to you, already in your mouths and in your 

hearts; you have only to carry it out” (Deuteronomy 30:12-14).  
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Weekend Mass Schedule: 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Vigil 

Sunday: 10 a.m. 
5 p.m. Life Teen 
4 p.m. Mass in  

Spanish in the Chapel 
 

Daily Masses: 
 Tuesday - Saturday: 9 a.m. 
 

Adoration of the  
Blessed Sacrament: 

Mondays 9:45 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Fridays 9:30 a.m. 

 
THE MISSION STATEMENT 
ñSt. Columba is a diverse,  
Christian Community in the  

Roman Catholic  
tradition located in  
Houston County  

Alabama.  
We are called to nourish 

 the members of this 
 faith community,  

individually and collectively,  
through Word and Sacrament,  

and to witness to the  
values of the  

Good News in the 
 service of all Godôs people.ò 
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July 11, 2010  
Fifteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time (C)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
First Reading  

Deuteronomy 30:10 -14 
Godôs law is planted in our 

hearts. 
 

Second Reading  
Colossians  

1:15-20 
In the cross all creation is 

united in Christ. 
 

Gospel  
Luke 10:25 -37 

Even the stranger is to be 
loved as a neighbor. 

 
The scriptures challenge us 
to examine the world around 
us to discover just who our 
neighbors are. The law of 
love is not something that is 
beyond our reach. As believ-
ers, this law is planted within 
us. Let us find in todayôs 
scriptures the inspiration and 
strength we need to be 
Christ for one another. 

***************************** 
General Intention  

That the election of officials 
in all nations may be carried 
out with justice, transpar-
ency, and honesty, respect-
ing the free decisions of Citi-
zens. 
 

Mission Intention  
That Christians may strive to 
offer everywhere, but espe-
cially in great urban centers, 
an effective contribution to 
the promotion of education, 
justice, solidarity and peace. 

 
  GIFT SHOP...The gift shop 
will be open on Sundays 
after the 10 a.m. Mass and 
on Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m-
1 p.m. 

WELCOME FR. PAUL SIMS C.R. 
While I am away on vacation Fr. Paul Sims C.R. will be here at St. Columba. Fr. Paul is a member 
of the Congregation of the Resurrection, an order of Priests and Brothers serving in 15 countries. 
Resurrection parish in Montgomery, AL is staffed by the Resurrection Fathers. Fr. Sims completed 
his Ph.D. in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies from Loyola University, Chicago, And for 
the past three years he has been an assistant Professor of Educational Leadership at Concordia 
University, Chicago. He teaches  teachers who want to become principals (masters level courses) 
and principals who want to become superintendents (doctoral level courses). Please welcome Fr. 
Paul Sims C.R. to St. Columba with the same genuine hospitality you extend to the Priests, Sisters 
and Seminarians who helped us in so many ways over the past years. With my prayers and best 
wishes for a safe and refreshing Summer.    Fr. Patrick Gallagher 
 

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION...Faith Formation Registration packets have been mailed to 
all registered households. Faith Formation is for all parishioners. The entire parish will gather for 
four Faith Festivals throughout the year. Preschool students will meet on Sunday mornings and 
High School Students will meet on Sunday evenings for Life Teen. Students in 1st-8th grade will 
have classes on Wednesday evenings. Please complete your registration forms and return them to 
the Office of Faith Formation as soon as possible. Additional registration forms are available in the 
Parish Office. Contact the Office of Faith Formation, 792-3065 if you have any questions. 
 
LIFE TEEN SAYS THANK YOU...This Sunday prior to the 5 p.m. Life Teen Mass the students 
who went on our mission trip to Tampa through Catholic Heart Work Camp would like to invite you 
to a slide presentation at 4 p.m. in the Church. Some of our teens and adult volunteers will be on 
hand to say thanks and to tell you what the experience meant to them.  Please come and share in 
our experience so that you can know what your donation meant to our group. 
 
LIFE TEEN GOES BOWLING...The teens will go bowling July 18th after the  5 p.m. Life Teen 
Mass. For those who need a ride we will meet in the parish parking lot and then drive to Patricia 
Lanes. Please let Doug know if you will be riding over, or if you will meet us at the bowling alley. 
 
UPCOMING BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASSES...July 19, 7 p.m. We suggest that you 
attend the preparation class prior to the birth of your child. Please call the Faith Formation Office, 
792-3065 if you plan to attend this session.  
 
24ñHOUR MARRIED COUPLE RETREAT...Reconnect with the Lord and your spouse! Join us 
for a unique retreat for married couples at the Visitation Monastery in Mobile. The Retreat begins 
Friday, July 30, 5 p.m. and concludes Saturday mid-afternoon. The Retreat Master is Fr. Dan 
Good, assisted by other married couples. To register, call the Visitation directly, 251-473-2321. For 
questions or more information, call Tom McDonald at the Family Life Office, 251-490-1027 or e-
mail tommcdonald1@bellsouth.net.    
 
IONA...Our July luncheon is Tuesday, July 20, at 11:45 a.m. and our meal will be baked and fried 
fish and the cost is $8.50. Fr. Paul Sims, CR, will be our guest speaker. The Board will meet at 11 
a.m. We will play bingo after the meal for those who wish to remain. Please call Joyce Lenz at 693-
5150 or Penny Ballantine at 792-3687 by Monday, July 12, if you are coming. We are always  
happy to welcome newcomers. 
 
LA LECHE LEAGUE...The La Leche League is a nonprofit, non-sectarian organization that pro-
vides mother-to-mother breastfeeding support and information. Monthly meetings discuss advan-
tages of breastfeeding, childbirth, and the new baby at home, overcoming difficulties, and nutrition 
and weaning. For breastfeeding and/or meeting information, please call Jodi Kilpatrick at 347-
0950. 

TO ALL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS, LECTORS, USHERS, ALTAR SERVERS 
Please let us know your CANNOT dates for the months of August, September and October. 
Please call the office, 793-5802 by July 19 with your dates.                             Thank you. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S FEAST DAY ALTAR 

Friday, March 19, 2004, St. Columba Parish in O’Hara Hall, 12:00 Noon to 2:30pm and 

again at 4:30pm to 7:30pm.  At 12 noon St. Joseph’s Altar and Feast table laden with 

food will be blessed.  Please come if you can to give homage to our dearly loved St. 

Joseph. 

FOR VOCATIONS...The ñElijah Cupò is a consecrated chalice that a family takes home from 
Sunday Mass & puts it in a place of honor where it becomes a focal point for daily prayer for 
vocations to the Priesthood, Permanent Diaconate & Religious Life. If you would like to have 
the ñElijah Cupò in your home please call Bill & Beth Slayback at 677-3749. This week the 
ñElijah Cupò will be in the home of Agnes Quick. 

 
CHRISTMAS FILM FESTIVAL 

Take some time out of your busy day to enjoy our CHRISTMAS FILM FESTIVAL. Join us on 
Saturday, December 18th for your favorite holiday movie or two. Popcorn and punch will be 
served to make your movie experience complete. Everyone is invited. Plan to be here for 
your favorites:  12:50 - A Muppet Christmas Carol 
     2:20 - A Charlie Brown Christmas 
     2:50 - The Bells of St. Maryôs 
     5:00 - White Christmas 
     7:00 - Itôs a Wonderful Life 
     

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE:  
All parishioners are invited to attend Eucharistic Adoration on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception and the vigil of the Feast of Saint Juan Diego. The purpose of this evening is to 
offer prayer that we may save lives threatened by abortion, euthanasia and fetal 
experimentation, and to beg for the conversion of hearts, to save the souls of those who 
have mentally accepted these heinous crimes, for our nation, and for peace in our world. 
Please join us in prayer between 8:30 -10:00pm on Wednesday, Dec. 8th 2004. 
   

CALLING ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH 
Our Christmas party/meeting will be on December 6th. Rosary @ 6:00pm in the Church. 
The meeting/party will begin at 6:30pm in OôHara Hall. There will be a Dessert Potluck & 
Finger sandwiches will be provided. Our speaker will be Sr. Rose Marie who will speak on 
ñWelcoming the Strangerò. We hope you will join us for a night of fun, surprises, and spiritual 
guidance. *Donôt forget to bring your conned goods & dessert for potluck*.   

    
 

 

THE òELIJAH CUPó 
PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS...The ñElijah Cupò is a consecrated chalice 
that a family takes from Sunday Mass and puts it in a place of honor at home 
where it becomes a focal point for daily prayer for vocations to the 
Priesthood, Permanent Diaconate, and Religious Life.  If you would like to 

have the ñElijah Cupò in your home, please call Bill and Beth Slayback, 677-3749. This week the ñElijah 
Cupò will be in the home of Richard & Tracy Hawkins. 
 
FOLLOWING JESUS IN THE HOLY LAND...You are invited to hear Sr. Miriam tell about her pilgrimage 
to Israel. The dates are Wednesday, July 14 at 9:45 a.m. in the Parish Office Conference Room or 
Thursday, July 15 at 7 p.m. in the same place. Each  session will be about an hour. 
 
STEWARDSHIP...With the Summer comes a welcome departure from the routine of school schedules, 
car-pooling, and deadlines. Even though our schedules are more varied and relaxed, bills still have to be 
paid, buildings maintained, etc.  The same holds true for the care of the Church buildings & the property. 
Please help us pay our bills by fulfilling your financial commitment to the Church. Thanks to all who keep 
their tithe current. 
 
RCIAñ2010...It is not too early to publicize the date the next R.C.I.A. class begins. It is not to early for 
you to invite someone you know who might be interested in finding out more about the Catholic Church 
from Catholics. The first session begins July 27, 2010, at 7 p.m. in the Boucher Center downstairs class-
room, please spread the word. 
 

JUSTFAITH WORKSHOP, SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 
The Problem of Pleasure...Evilôs greatest triumph may be its success in portraying religion as an en-
emy of pleasure when, in fact, religion accounts for pleasureôs source. Since Christians are challenged 
to explain the origin of human suffering in the presence of a good and loving God, shouldnôt atheists be 
required to explain the origin of something as wonderful as pleasure in the alleged absence of such a 
God? 

JustFaith is coming August 7, 9 a.m.ð12 p.m.ðSt. John parish hall  in Enterprise. 
 

DIVINE MERCY WIREGRASS HOME SCHOOLERS...is a recently formed group of all local area Catho-
lic home schoolers. We meet at 10 a.m. the third Friday of each month in the Boucher Activity Center of 
St. Columba Church for play, prayer, a lesson/craft, and lunch. If you are interested, or for more informa-
tion, please call Amanda Martin, 334-464-2162 or Pam Barnhill, 334-445-1171. 
 

 

OUR PRAYERS FOR 
This week we remember in 
our prayers the sick, the 
shut-ins and hospitalized, 
especially, Hildegarde Lack-
ovic, as well as the 
deceased members of our 
parish family and friends, 
especially, Vickie Adkins, 
daughter-in-law of Betty Bre-
demus.  
 
A L T E R  S E R V E R S 
NEEDED...If you are in the 
4th grade or older, and have 
made your First Holy Com-
munion, and would be inter-
ested in becoming an Altar 
Server, please call Deacon 
Rick, 793-5802. 
 
GIFT SHOP...The gift shop 
will be open on Sundays 
after the 10 a.m. Mass and 
on Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m-
1 p.m. 
 

NURSERY 
REMINDER: the Nursery 
hours are from 9:45 a.m.-
11:30 a.m. and is for chil-
dren ages 6 weeks to 3 
years old. 
 
ZUMBA CLASSES... will be 
held on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, 9:30 a.m., 
and Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:30 p.m. in the Boucher 
Activity Center. The classes 
are led by Nikki, 446-0604 
and Emily. The cost is $5.00 
per class. 
 
MENôS HEALTH FAIR 

There will be a Menôs Health 
Fair sponsored by SAMC on 
August 7, 2010 from 8 a.m.-
12 noon. The Fair will be 
held in the gym at Northview 
High School, volunteers are 
needed (Spanish and Eng-
lish speaking). For more in-
formation please call SAMC 
at 793-8111. 
 
 

 

Weekday Mass Intentions  
 

Monday:    9 a.m.  Communion Service 
 
Tuesday:    9 a.m. Hugh Thomas (D) 
               Helene Gaede (L) 
               Alice Risher (D) 
 
Wednesday:  9 a.m. Lindsay Steltenpohl (L) 
                  Damon Webb (L) 
                  Romona Connor (D) 
                         
Thursday:      9 a.m. C. Trahan (D) 
                  Alice Myers (D) 
                  Ann DiDemineco (D) 
  
Friday:        9 a.m.  Jerry Roach (D) 
                                  John Knight (D) 
    Pedro Carbonell (D)   
 
Saturday:      9 a.m.  De Le (D) 
                                 C. Trahan (D)       

This Weekõs Readings 
 

Monday: Weekday Is 1:0-17/Mt 10:34ð11:1 
 
Tuesday: Weekday Is 7:1-9/Mt 11:20-24 
 
Wednesday: Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, virgin 
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Mt 11:25-27 
 
Thursday: St. Bonaventure, bishop & doctor of 
the Church Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Mt 11:28-30 
 
Friday: Weekday Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/M 12:1-8 
 
Saturday: Weekday Mi 2:1-5/Mt 12:14-21 
 

Sunday 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 


